
'Elizabeth The Queen' Closes 
1938 -39 Season of 'Great Plays' 

LfJ'LIZABETH THE QUEEN," Maxwell Anderson's great poetic drama, will 
1i climax the current NBC "Great Plays" series on Sunday, May 7, H 1:00 p.m., 

EDST, bringing to a close the 28 weeks of important plays which were chosen to 
trace the development of drama from the sunrise performances in ancient Athens 
down to the contemporary theatre. 

Mady Christians and Wesley Addy, whose brilliant acting in the Maurice 
Evans productions of "Hamlet" and 
"Henry IV" won for them the acclaim 
of the New York drama critics, wilI 
play the leading roles in the Anderson 
tragedy. 

Enthusiastic response has followed 
each broadcast of the "Great Plays." 
Nationwide committees, whose mem- 
bership in each state includes teachers 
of drama in college and high school, 
school officials, officers of the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, and 
Little Theatre organizations, have con- 
ducted study courses devoted to the 
plays preceding each broadcast. 

"Great Plays" will be resumed in 
October and the broadcasts will run 
concurrently with the literature and his- 
tory of drama courses taught through- 
out the country. Any information or 
suggestions pertaining to the "Great 
Plays," particularly as to desired pro- 
ductions next season, should be sent 
as soon as possible to Blevins Davis, 
Education Division, National Broad- 
casting Company, Radio City, N. Y. 

Contributions of Women 
To America Dramatized 

The pioneering parts that women 
have played in shaping American prin- 
ciples and ideals, and the fight they 
have made to attain their present rights 
to equality with men in political and 
economic affairs, will be dramatized 
in a new series, "Women of Vision," 
to be presented by the National Broad- 
casting Company in cooperation with 
the Federal Theater Project over the 
NBC -Blue Network on Fridays, start- 
ing May 19, at 2:00 p.m., EDST. 

The opening program will sketch the 
highlights of the episodes which will 
be presented in later broadcasts. The 
second program will be devoted to the 
story of Anne Hutchinson and Mary 
Dyer, who helped establish religious 
freedom in New England, while later 
programs will deal with outstanding 
women down to the present day, in- 
cluding such personalities as Carrie 
Chapman Catt, Amelia Earhart Put- 
nam, and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Vernon Crane Stories 
For Children Start 

"Herman, the Littlest Locomotive in 
the Round House," the short story by 
Vernon Crane which was produced 
over NBC lately, won so many friends 
that a series of similar tales for chil- 
dren by the same whimsical young 
actor and author will be introduced 
over the NBC -Red Network on Sun- 
day, May 7, at 11:15 a.m. 

Crane has played in such stage pro- 
ductions as "Lost Horizon," "Search- 
ing for the Sun," "Proudly We Hail," 
and, last season, Richard II and Henry 
IV, with Maurice Evans. 

Menotti Radio Opera, 
Written at NBC Request, 
In World Premiere 

"The Old Maid and the Thief," the 
first opera for radio by the distinguish- 
ed young Italian composer, Gian -Carlo 
Menotti, was given its world premiere 
over the National Broadcasting Com- 

pany's Blue Net - 
work in April. The 
work was written 
especially for NBC, 
which commission- 

, ed him to write it 
immediately after 
his "Amelia Goes 
to the Ball" was 
produced with out- 
standing success in 
New York two 
years ago. 

Glen -Carlo Monett The opera is a 

satirical farce, laid 
in a small American town of the pres- 
ent day. It is sub- titled, "How a 
Virtuous Woman Can Make a Thief 
of an Honest Man." There are only 
four characters -the man, Bob; Miss 
Todd, an elderly maiden lady; her 
maid, Letitia, and Miss Pinkerton, a 
village gossip. 

Alberto Erede, talented young Italian 
composer who recently toured the 
United States with the Salzburg Opera 
Company, was invited to this country 
at Menottï s request to conduct the 
premiere with the NBC Symphony Or- 
chestra. The performance, given in the 
NBC Orchestra's regular Saturday 
night period, concluded the Orchestra's 
Saturday night performances for this 
season. 

NBC Safety Programs 
Again Win Awards 

"Sunday Drivers" and "No School 
Today," two NBC programs devoted 
to reducing accidents, have been 
awarded the 1938 bronze plaque by the 
Commercial Investment Trust Safety 
Foundation as the best two radio pre- 
sentations of public responsibility in 
motor car accidents. 

Announcing the awards, John W. 
Darr of the Foundation stated that. 
"In the national field of radio, no one 
successfully challenged the fine work 
being done by the National Broadcast- 
ing Company. Last year it was my 
privilige to confer the plaque for 1937 
to NBC and the Sunday Drivers. 
Again this year the fudges bestowed 
this distinction on NBC for the Sun- 
day Drivers program, and for its addi- 
tional program, No School Today." 

Town Meeting of Air 
Sets New Records 
In Fourth Season 

The city commission in Springfield, 
IIL, met early in April fora unique 
purpose. They heard the citizens of 
the town from which Abraham Lincoln 
came declare that the city should have 
a "Town Meeting of the Air," and join 
the hundreds of listening groups af- 
filiated with the NBC "America's Town 
Meeting of the Air." The vote was 
unanimous. 

This was but one of the evidences of 
the extraordinary growth in popularity 
of this NBC - Blue Network feature 
this past season, its fourth. Organized 
listening groups rose from about 1300 
in 1937 -38 to more than 3,000, plus 602 
others conducted by the WPA. Many 
of these were organized directly by 
NBC affiliated stations, of which 84 
carried the program, a record in itself. 

The mail response last year was 39,- 
294 after 26 programs. This year, after 
the 22nd, the total was 50,363. Reprints 
of the talks which were sold totalled 
150,588 copies after the 22nd program, 
against 141,549 for all of last season. 
The mail showed, among other things. 
that while the program was used on 
one hand in the public speaking course 
at Syracuse University, on the other it 
was used by the educational directors 
of Riker's Island Penitentiary in New 
York, the Eastern State Penitentiary 
in Philadelphia, and other correctional 
institutions. 

The program, directed by George V. 
Denny Jr., president of Town Hall, 
will return to the air next falL 

Services of Geology 
Explained In Series 

The importance of geology not only 
as a science, but as an aid to industry 
and as a factor in international political 
affairs, is described in Frontiers of 
Geology, a new series presented by the 
National Broadcasting Company with 
the cooperation of the Geological So- 
city of America. It is broadcast Mon- 
days from 7:30 to 7:45 p.m, EDST. 

On each program an outstanding 
geologist is presented. Speakers sched- 
uled, and their subjects, include Prof. 
D. W. Johnson of Columbia University, 
"Shifting Ocean Levels "; Prof. Charles 
K. Leith of the University of Wiscon- 
sin, "The Role of Mineral Resources in 
the Present International Situation "; 
W. B. Heroy, past president of the 
American Association of Petroleum 
Geologists. "Geology in the Search for 
Petroleum "; Prof. C. R. Longwell of 
Yale. "Origin of Mountains "; Prof. 
Charles Berkey of Columbia University. 
"Geology in Engineering "; Prof. Ed- 
ward H. Kraus of the University of 
Michigan, "New Uses for O'd Miner- 
als." and Prof. Louis B. Slichter of 
M.I.T., "Geological Meaning of Deep 
Earthquakes." 

Copies of these talks, including that 
by Lieutenant Paul A. Smith, who 
opened the series on April 24 speaking 
on "Submarine Canyons," may be ob- 
tained by writing to Dr. H. R. Aldrich, 
Professor of Geology, at Columbia 
University, New York. 
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RCA BUILDING, RADIO CITY, N. Y. 

NBC Launches Regular 
Service for Home 

Television 
Reception 

The two-car mobile television unit used by NBC to televise the opening cetemodaa of the 
New York World's Fair. inaugurating the first regular American tslsvWon program service. 

AMERICAN television's first pro- 
gram schedule of high definition 

pictures and sound designed specifically 
for home viewing, launching a new in- 
dustry in the United States, was in- 
augurated by the National Broadcast- 
ing Company on April 30 with a three 
and a half hour program from the New 
York World's Fair and the television 
studios in Radio City. 

Regular studio presentations will ad- 
here to the previously announced mini- 
mum of two hours a week over the 
NBC station, W2XBS. In addition, 
NBC plans to present one or more out- 
door news events a week. 

Events scheduled for the first pro- 
gram included the opening parade at 
the World's Fair, and addresses by 
President Roosevelt and others at the 
Federal Government building. The re- 
mainder of the program was to consist 
of films to be transmitted from Radio 
City. 

Regular evening programs, built ac- 
cording to a policy developed by the 
NBC television staff over nearly three 
years of experimental telecasting, will 
fall on Wednesday and Friday of each 
week, beginning May 3. The an- 
nounced hour is from 8:00 to 9:00 p 
EDST. Outdoor pick -ups of scheduled 
news events will be made on Wednes- 
day, Thursday or Friday afternoon. 

The outdoor programs will be tele- 
vised by the NBC mobile television 
unit and relayed for broadcast to the 
NBC transmitter in the Empire State 
tower. 

The NBC programs, both studio pre- 
sentations and outdoor pick -ups, will be 
telecast over Station W2XBS, which 
operates on a picture frequency of 
45.25 megacycles and a frequency of 
49.75 megacycles for associated sound. 
The service area of the transmitter ex- 
tends over a distance of approximately 
fifty -five miles in all directions from the 
Empire State tower. 

MAY, 1939. 

Wide Observance of 
National Music Week 
Planned By NBC 

NATIONAL MUSIC WEEK, set 
aside annually by frids of 

in all parts o f the country 
en 

to spread 
the the enjoyment of music more widely 
among the general public and to in- 
crease the cultural contribution of the 
art to individual and community edu- 
cation, will be celebrated throughout 
the nation the week of May 7 -13. 

Numerous programs of the National 
Broadcasting Company will observe 
this 16th annual celebration, and more 
than 2,500 cities and towns in all parts 
of the country will participate. 

Announcing this year's celebration, 
David Sarnoff, president of RCA and 
chairman of the board of NBC, who is 
chairman of National Music Week, de- 
clared that the observance wou'd con- 
tinue to stress the general theme of 
wider recognition of meritorious works 
of American composers. 

"The constructive purpose and dem- 
onstrated benefits of the observanco are 
an explanation, I believe, as to why the 
President of the United States heads 
the National Honorary Committee," 
Mr. Sarnoff said, "and why this com- 
mittee has included the name of the 
governor of every state and territory in 
the Union." 

NBC Orchestra Opens 
Summer Concert Series 

Weekly presentations of symphonic 
music by the National Broadcasting 
Company became a year -round feature 
of radio when the 
NBC Orchestra be- 
gan a Summer 
symphony season 
of Sunday night 
broadcasts on April 
30, over the NBC - 
Blue Network from 
8:00 to 9:00 p.m., 
EDST. Besides the 
usual masterworks 
these programs will 
include lighter 
works. 

Hans W. Stein- 
berg, distinguished European conduc- 
tor, is conducting the first six of the 
new series. 

Hors Steinberg 
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